	
	

	
	

	
	


PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES

	Outcomes from 2004-2005 Catalog
	Revised Outcomes

Spring 2005

	The Philosophy Department at Mission College seeks to promote the educational ideals of the College District. Specifically, upon the completion of the Department's courses, each student will be able to:

1. Appreciate the value dimension in human life;

2. Demonstrate a measure of rational autonomy; and

3. Show the role of philosophy in different areas of life.
	Upon the completion of the Philosophy Department’s courses, each student will:

1. distinguish a deductive argument from an inductive argument, including argument by analogy and causal argument;

2. identify and avoid fallacies of ambiguity, relevance, and presumption;

3. reconstruct, clarify, and scrutinize arguments and counter arguments, including the use of thought experiments;

4. analyze, research, and write a thesis defense paper;

5. state, clarify, and scrutinize at least two arguments in support of a philosophical position in at least four different branches of philosophy; 

6. identify and respond to the challenges confronting ethics as a discipline; 

7. develop and support a coherent position on the place of ethics in human life;

8. identify and articulate the functions of language, types of meaning, different types of definition and their uses, etc.; 

9. test for validity both truth-functional arguments and quantificational arguments;

10. construct elementary formal proofs in truth-functional logic;

11.  apply Mill's Methods to the analysis of experimental data; 

12.  evaluate the accuracy of scientific claims based on statistical data, including the validity of data as well as instruments for data collection;

13.  reconstruct the logic of a scientific experiment;

14.  articulate the defining characteristics of different theories of mind and show how they each seek to explain human experiences;

15. compare and contrast the main outlines of realism and antirealism, and evaluate some common conceptions about the sciences; most importantly

16.  articulate how philosophy contributes to the discovery and development of general ideas that underlie world civilizations, particularly Western Civilization.
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Operational Definition: Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) are the set of skills that contain critical knowledge, abilities and attitudes that students will attain by the end of any set of college experiences gained from participating in classes, programs, degrees, certificates or encounters with college services. SLO should articulate the major focus or purpose for each experience using descriptive/observable verbs and requires higher-level thinking skills rather than small discrete or basic thinking skills. In addition, SLO should be written with the end in mind so that the end product is measurable. 

	Criteria
	Meets Criteria
	Suggestions For Meeting Criteria

	A. Reflects an overarching goal rather than discrete skills or objectives. 


	No
	Add a global statement about the overarching goal of the program. Items 1, 12,16 may be combined into one general statement describing the overarching goal of the program.


	B. Represents fundamental result of course or program.


	Yes
	

	C. Describes a major skill set that includes knowledge (cognitive), ability (psychomotor) and/or attitude (affective) to be gained by the end of the course or program. 


	No
	Limit the list of skills to major or global skills only. Some skills in the list may be combined, and those describing discrete skills may be deleted.


	D. Uses higher-level thinking skills (synthesizes many discrete skills) requiring students to apply what they’ve learned.
	Yes
	

	E. Tells what the student will be able to do vs. teaching or learning content and activities.

 
	Yes
	

	F. Uses an observable action verb.


	Yes
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	G. Results in a product that is evaluated or assessed by faculty.
	No
	Unclear as to how student performance will be evaluated or assessed. Describe assessment of student performance in terms of how mastery or achievement will be measured (e.g. Outcomes will be assessed by a series of embedded class assessments/exams and problem solving exercises) Please see Outcome Assessment Measures Checklist attached for additional information.


