Mission College Academic Senate
Academic Policy re: Use of Cellular Phones & Pagers In Classrooms

Introduction: The Mission College Academic Senate drafted the following
academic policy and implementation plan for limiting the use of cellular phones
and pagers in the classroom. The initial policy and plan were reviewed by the
Mission College Academic Senate on February 10, 2000, sent out for consultation
with academic divisions, the  at Mission College, and the Mission College
Governance and Planning Council, and finally approved on March 2, 2000.

Background: The use of cellular phones and pagers in the classroom is
proliferating at Mission College. Students' phones and pagers disrupt classes when
they ring and this is an academic issue. Faculty and other students have
complained about these disruptions. As a result, the Mission College Academic
Senate was asked to draft an academic policy limiting the use of cellular phones
and pagers in the classrooms. The following policy is the result.

Policy Statement: Instructors may restrict the use of cellular phones and pagers in
classrooms, labs, and library areas.

Implementation:

1) Instructors will advise students of their intention to implement this
policy by placing statements in their green sheets, and/or other publications,
listing any consequences and providing for emergency situations.

2) The consequence(s) for a violation of this policy will be determined by the
individual instructors. These consequences shall not exceed a maximum 48
hour suspension as provided for in the Education Code (Section 76032), which
permits an instructor to suspend a student from class for one day and the next
class meeting.

3) The policy, along with the implementation statement, will be listed in the
Faculty Handbook.

4) The policy will be listed in the Schedule of Classes, Catalog, and Student
Handbook.



Adopted by MCAS
March 2, 2000



