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Description of Agenda Item Requested (100 words or less) – please include brief history/background and issues to consider.

Students’ actions are often driven by the standards we set for them. For the past 5 years, faculty in the Sociology Dept have been asking students to sign an Academic Honesty Agreement in each of their classes, agreeing not to plagiarize or cheat on any student work. This has resulted in a great decrease in student cheating overall. Faculty estimate that, on average, the number of students cheating on tests per class has been reduced from 5 to 1.

Students who are familiar with our Academic Honesty Agreement are very conscientious about doing their own work; however, students who have taken classes in other disciplines, but are new to Sociology, are more inclined to cheat. 

We would like to recommend that the Academic Senate recommend to the Board of Trustees that the college require all students to sign an Academic Honesty Agreement and use it to educate students about honesty in student academic work.

Desired Date of Agenda Item (please note any external deadlines that must be met): anytime before April 30, 2009, for inclusion in the Fall, 09 schedule which goes to print May 7.
Recommended Outcome (e.g. Discussion and Recommendation, Approval of Proposal, Rejection of Report, Communication to Chancellor…):

Discussion and Recommendation of Policy to Board of Trustees.


