Health Occupations Department 
Advisory Committee Meeting

August 18, 2008
Unapproved Minutes
	Topic
	Discussion

	Call meeting to order
	Meeting called to order by Marsha Oliver at 3:30 pm

	Welcome and Introduction
	Crestwood Manor – Cindy Robbins, Jess Valenzuela
El Camino Hospital – Cathy Patton

Evergreen Valley College – Lynette Apen

Good Samaritan Hospital – Jackie Lowther, Carolyn Deleon 
Kaiser Permanente, Santa Clara – Nicole Faria 
Mission College - Cathy Beggs, Judy Berkley, Susan Carreon, Ann Cowels, Lee Everett, Beverly Gaitan, Cindy Harrison, Jackie Slabaugh, Marsha Oliver, Rod Pavao, Lisa Shivers, Lania Williams
Nova Workforce Board – Laura Caccia

Palo Alto Medical Foundation – Vicki Grant
Salinas Valley Psychiatric Program – Rejinther Dosange, Cristina Reyes

Sub-Acute Saratoga Children’s Hospital – Milton Wheeler

	
	

	Acceptance of Minutes  

January 23, 2008
	Minutes accepted with correction and filed.

	
	

	Health Occupations Programs Update
	Vocational Nursing Program: 28 students graduated in May. They are starting to take their NCLEX. 27 will graduate in December. There were over 100 applicants for the class that will be starting in September. 35 students were accepted. 
Psychiatric Technician Program: 10 students will graduate in December. Enrollment in first semester is 21. Explanation of PT program and employment opportunity given. PT program is 3 semesters with a pre-requisite of 4 units of Anatomy and Physiology. Licensed PT’s work in the corrections system, long and acute care psychiatric facilities, and in State Hospitals, residential home care and day programs for the developmentally disabled. The clinical rotations are completed at Crestwood Manor, John George, Hope, Achieve Kids, and the newest rotation will be at Salinas Valley Psychiatric Program. 

Certified Nursing Assistant: A summer program was completed with 45 students, 15 from Andrew Hill High School and 20 from Agnews. Fall semester is full with 30 students and 10 on the waitlist. The Acute Care CNA program was not held again this past Spring due to lack of faculty. The acute care facilities were asked if they had a need for Acute Care CNA’s. The general consensus was there was no need at this time. The Home Health Program was completed this summer with   students. 
LVN to RN Program: 98 applications were received over a one week period. 33 students were accepted. 3 are alternates A one month transition course was completed this summer. The students have a varied amount of experience making the course challenging. Clinical Simulation was very beneficial. Clinical rotation sites will be Good Samaritan Hospital, Kaiser Santa Teresa, Valley Medical Center, and VA Palo Alto. 

The Medical Terminology and Gerontology courses offered in the summer were fully enrolled. 

Disability Statement: The Health Occupations Department is incorporating a more defined disability statement, using ADA guidelines. Input from the community partners regarding the disability statement was requested. It was suggested that “effective phone communication skills” be added to communication abilities. Discussion occurred regarding the importance of communication skills and the fact that English as a Second Language nurses may have more difficulty with communication. It was suggested that an ESL course for medical terminology could be useful. 
Mission College has developed a partnership with Notre Dame De Namur University for students to earn a BS degree in Human Services.
Rod Pavao, Applied Sciences Division Chair, discussed the goal to produce a better product to meet community needs. 

	
	

	Community Partners
	Milton Wheeler stressed the importance of increasing communication skills in new nursing graduates. Subacute Saratoga has been supporting the VN program at Mission College for several years and appreciates the great job the faculty is doing. Mr. Wheeler also asked about the possibility of a Respiratory Therapy program at Mission College. Other community partners were asked about their need for RT’s. Marsha reported that at the Health Deans meeting in May, it was reported the RT program at Foothill College has not been full. Further research on an RT program will be done. 
Lynette Apen congratulated Mission College on starting the LVN to RN program. 
Laura Caccia reported that Nova Workforce Board is willing to help any way they can. 
Rejinther Dosange reported that Salinas Valley Psychiatric Program is looking forward to working with the PT students in their first clinical rotation at their facility. 

Vickie Grant reported that Kathy Bratcher from the Palo Alto Medical Foundation congratulates Mission College on the LVN to RN program. PAMF is looking forward to having the third semester VN students in their preceptorship rotations again this fall.
Nicole Faria reported the new Kaiser Santa Clara facility has RN vacancies and LVN vacancies in the clinics. She discussed the possibility of preceptorships in the clinic areas.
Jackie Lowther reported that Good Samaritan Hospital has very few nursing positions available and is able to be very selective in the hiring of RN’s due to the influx of applications. She discussed new graduates and core competencies that they were lacking and potentially formulating a partnership with schools to meet their core competency requirements. Computer skills are important.
Dr. Deleon agreed with Jackie and stressed the importance of applicants being prepared for their interviews and the qualities they needed to have. She offered to speak to the graduating students on professionalism, interviews, and competencies. GSH/HCA has a five to ten year work force plan implementation, offering scholarships to increase educational level with agreements to work for HCA. 
Cathy Patton reported that El Camino Hospital has minimal job openings for nurses and they are able to be selective. The hiring process is extensive. GPA is considered and the applicant is required to write an essay. Therefore, writing skills are extremely important. 
Jackie Slabaugh reported that Tech Prep at Mission College is continuing to build relationships with high schools and other colleges on articulation and credit by exam options. 

	
	

	Future Agenda Items/ Next Meeting Date
	Meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm
The next meeting will be January 26, 2009 at 3:30 pm in N2-401 at Mission College. 

	
	


Minutes recorded by Beverly Gaitan. Additions by Marsha Oliver.
